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Babylonia and the West — and even beyond. His conclusions regard- 
ing their relations are, in most respects, the same as those set forth by 
Jastrow's Religion of Babylonia and Assyria. 

" Survivals " (chap, vi) is a tracing of the deities of Arabia, Phoenicia, 
and other later Semitic peoples back to their originals, either in Arabia 
or Babylonia. The chapter (vii) on "Yahwe" adopts practically 
Budde's position regarding his origin and early relations to the 
Kenites. In accordance with his scheme, Barton here presents argu- 
ments to prove that the Yahweh of the Kenites, " like Ramman, Hadad, 
and most other Semitic deities," was developed by the same processes 
out of the primitive mother-goddess (p. 280). This point is wrought 
out with considerable elaboration, but the arguments are not con- 
vincing. 

The volume is a valuable summary of the material bearing on 
Semitic origins, though that material is too fragmentary to reach much 
more than hypothetical conclusions, especially in the earliest periods 
of Semitic life. 

The book is written in a pleasing though rather loose style. The 
spirit is that of a true scholar searching for the truth in every available 
source. 

The book is well printed, and presents a delightful page. The 
reader, however, is too often interrupted by typographical errors, which 
should be corrected in another edition. 

Ira M. Price. 

The University of Chicago. 



Die religios-politischen Oppositionsparteien im alten Islam. 
Von Julius Wellhausen. Berlin: Weidmann, 1901. Pp. 
99. M. 6.50. [=" Abhandlungen der koniglichen Gesell- 
schaft der Wissenschaften zu Gottingen": Philologisch- 
historische Klasse, Neue Folge, Band V, Nr. 2.] 

The parties here treated of are the Hawarij or Separatists and the 
Shiites or Alyites; for the history Wellhausen relies mainly on Abu 
Mihnaf, who is Tabari's oldest authority. The first question considered 
is whether As'ath and Abu Musa were traitors, as Weil, Dozy, Brunnow, 
and Miiller hold. At the battle of Siffin, when the Syrians were prac- 
tically defeated and were saved only by Amr's clever trick of raising 
Korans on spear-points, As'ath went through Ali's army announcing 
the agreement between him and Moawia to refer their dispute to two 
arbiters ; it is said by late Arabic writers that As'ath had an under- 
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standing with Amr that his proposal should be accepted by the Iraqites. 
Then Ali was forced by his soldiers to appoint Abu Musa as his repre- 
sentative, and Abu Musa allowed himself to be completely tricked by 
the wily Amr, and is therefore held to have been untrue to Ali. Well- 
hausen appeals to Abu Mihnaf and to the character and subsequent 
career of the two chieftains for proof that they were not traitors. The 
next question is as to the origin of the Hawarij. Briinnow (in Die 
Charidschiteri) derives them from the desert Arabs settled in Kufa and 
Basra, Wellhausen from the Koran readers. It was the latter, he points 
out, who forced Ali to the agreement at Siffin, and they hold precisely 
the theocratic idea (the Koran against everything, including califs) 
that the Hawarij afterward consistently represented. Wellhausen 
goes on to describe the principles and policy of these latter (who bear 
a striking resemblance to the Jewish Zealots), and follows their history 
down to the incoming of the Abbassides. To the same point he 
brings the history of the Shiites. His discussion is throughout vigorous 
and interesting. 

C. H. Toy. 
Harvard University. 

A Short History of the Hebrews to the Roman Period. 
By R. L. Ottley. With maps. New York : Macmillan, 
iqoi. Pp. lx + 324. gi.25, net. 

History, Prophecy and the Monuments ; or, Israel and 
the Nations. Vol. Ill (completing the work). By James 
Frederick McCurdy. New York: Macmillan, 190 1. Pp. 
xxiii+470. #3. 

The Early History of Syria and Palestine. By Lewis 
Bayles Paton. With maps. ("The Semitic Series.") 
New York : Scribner, 1901. Pp. xxxvi + 302. $1.25, net. 

Mr. Ottley's book is " an attempt to furnish teachers or students 
of the Old Testament with a sketch of the actual course of Hebrew 
history, somewhat more consistent with the present state of our knowl- 
edge than the text-books now in use." Undoubtedly this modest 
statement is justified ; the treatment of the subject is " somewhat more 
consistent with the present state of our knowledge." The real ques- 
tion is, however, whether it is sufficiently " consistent," i. e., whether in 
endeavoring to pursue a mediating course the author has succeeded in 
satisfying anybody. This we very much doubt. Neither in principles 
adopted nor in details presented can the book be regarded as ade- 



